








foxtinet lgala numerals and their English equivalent

S/No lgala Numeral English Equivalent Remarks
L Lon Fifly (50) |
2 Ogholo  shortened 1o | Twenty (20) . Although 40 is ogbo |
ogho as inogho meji | meji. 60 — ogbo meta,
| 80 — ogbo mele, 20 is |
L o ) | notogho but ogwu. ‘
Olimeta | One hundred and fifty (150) _ |
4 Ugwoko | I'wo hundred (200) __ B B
5 Olimele ~I'wo hundred (200) _ B o
0. Olimelu | Two hundred and fifty (250) | - i
7 Olimeli | Three hundred (300) __ - .
N Olimebie | Three hundred and fifty (350)
0. ' Ulu oko (uloko) _ FFour hundred (400) _
[0, ' Olimela | Four hundred and filty (450) | = i ‘
I, Olimegwa Five hundred (500)
} 2. Uluogwa _— Six hundred (()UW ) ' __—'__ - ___:__ ‘
3. | Ogbay T'wo thousand (2,000) | . -

Belore going to the next section of this presentation, let us make comments
on the extinet numerals, starting from the smallest to the largest and say why they

were not recommended for re-use in the modemnized numerals.

Ogbole _(vgbo): 11 is not known whether ogbolo ever existed as a numeral (for

gencral counting) rather than a monetary numeral in which it was the smallest
amount of money also known as anini (one fathing, 1/10 of a British penny. one
American cent). When numbering was done in the past, after the numeral 19
(egwela) the next numeral was ogwu (twenty) not ogbolo or ogbo. This, we
believe. is why it went extinct and why, as a general numeral, it was not re-

enacted.

Oli: Again, it is not known whether ofi (which means stick, tree, plant) ever existed

as a general numeral for counting anything or a numeral for enumerating trees or



stick o as o numeral for counting money. Concerning this numeral Omachonu
(201 1:90-91) savs

One may equally want to know what happens to the
numeral  fifty (30). It should be noted however that
the form for tifty (50) in lgala, ooje (oodze) has no
such derivational history as 30, 70 and 90 above.
One unique thing about the numeral fifty in lgala is
that it appears completely independent. It is neither
derived by any  other numeral(s) nor does it
contribute  to deriving  other numerals in the
lunguage, and henee the proposal at a point in time
1o use the word ofi w represent a unit of [ty in the
[eala counting system (Fwu, 1999). This however did
not gain popularity in the system tor two reasons: it
is only applicable o non-monetary numeration like
counting of” heaps and ridges only among the
larmers, and secondly it s only used to designate
acceptably 300 (oli melit = 50 in six places (6 fifties)
and 500 (oli megwa = 50 in ten places (10 fifties)
respectively in the lgala  waditional numerical
system (See also Ocheja, 2001).

[hus. in counting, after the numeral 49, the numeral that followed was ooje
(oweje) and not ofi. There was never olika (one fifty) Oli meji (2 fifties) etc.
However, in the counting of money, there was olimefa (6 fifties) which was equal
to 3 hall pennies or one and a half pence in a Colonial British monetary system.
There also was olimegwa (10 fifties) which was 10 half pennics..llw equivalent ol
two and half pence.

Adeli: Adeli. in the opinion of this author, is in a hall'way house between existence
and extinction. Quite a number ol those above 60 years of age know that adeli 15 an
leala numeral tor one hundred (100). Therefore, although to most lgala, those
below 60, it may not be known, it is not extinct and this is why it has not been

listed as such. It hus another peculiarity in that it is both a general numeral as well



as aomonetary numeral. As the latter, it has the money value ot onerhalf penny, two
ol which make one penny.
Y et another characteristics of this numeral is that it exists almost under the

same name and with the same value in the Hausa language where it is called dari

Ouwoko: H}::\wlw is also a hall way house between existence and extinction. As
two hundred which tollows 199, it is sparingly used if at all. However, it is most
prominent in the numeral one thousand which is icham nyv'ogwoko in which it is
the 200 added to 800 which makes up 1,000. The 200 which comes after 199 is
more commonly known as egbomelu meji (2 one hundreds).

Another characteristic of it is that although it carries the word oko (money)
as part ol 1ts name, it has no monetary value, i.e. it is neither 200 pence nor 200
pound (sterling). The word that elides with oko to make ogwoko is not known. I
could be ogwa which Omachonu (2011:91) thinks it is but which this author
believes it is not because ogwa as it 1s toned here does not exist in Igala
vocabulary. [t oculd be ogwu but which is highly unlikely as ogwu astoned here
means a woll and has nothing to do with either money or numeration. It most
likely is oowo. Oowo 1o some people means numerous, plentiful or multitudinous
which all have to do with numbers. Thus ogwo-oko which two words elide and
become ogwoko most probably means plenty of money or a large sum of money.

Be lh.is as it may, 200 in Igala numeration before the modernization under
reference was ogwu melu meji rather than ogwoko which only suddenly appears
significant in the number 1,000 which is Icham ny’ogwoko i.e. 800 in addition to

200.
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Uluoko: Uluoko is extincet. [t used to be the Igala numeral for 400 and like ogwoko.
it carries the word oko (money) as part of its name and like ogwoko, it does not
have any monetary value. It is neither 400 pence nor 400 pounds sterling. The

ward w/ieus toned here that joins oko to make w/woko means seed, species.

Luogwa: Ulnomeg s extinel and seems not 1o have ever been used. [t means 600,

Awdin. as already noted. ogwa has no known meaning in lgala.

Oghaa: Ogbaa was the lgala numeral for 2.000. Its extinction is as a result of non-
use leading to non-recognition. Both conditions can be auributed to the fact that
the Teala hardly counted, or had the need to count. beyond one thousand (1.000)

(See Omuale. 2001:69. Omachonu. 201 1:84).

Problems of existing numeration in Igalu

[n the introduction to Modern lgala Numeration — An ofticially approved
and proclaimed counting system in Igala (2000), a number of problems besetting
fpala numerals were identified and solutions sought for them, The first problem
was that “lgala numerals, like Igala vocabulary are (too) few”. As the committee
noted and as was noted by Omale (2001:69) and Omachonu (2011:84), Igala
numerals never cffectively went beyond 1000 — Igala hardly counted beyond 1,000
and this was because they hardly had anything to count beyond this.

The solution which the committee found and which HRM the Ata and the
lgala Area Traditional Council approved and proclaimed was the introduction/re-
enactment/relocation of certain lgala numerals and the borrowing of quite a
number from the global (English) numerals. As contained in the Modern lgala
Numeration under reference, the numeral adeli was re-enacted as a hundred (100).

The numeral icham was relocated from 800 to a thousand (1.000). The numerals



million (1.000,000), billion (1,000,000.000) and twillion (1,000.000.000,000) were
adapted and lgalanized to imillioni. ibillioni, itirillioni respectively, and by
extrapolation, the following (American version) numerals have been approved in

their lgalanized versions:-

Very large numerals in English and Igala

Large numerals in words | In Flgurcs‘. ] lgai_a names |
~ (American knglish) _ B - _
' Million . | Numeral 1 plus 6 zeros | lmzllyun;— ]

Hllhnn |- * - 9zeros [bl[]_}ém __ j
Trillion |- < l2zeros | lriliyoni _‘
!Quudnlllun ) =" - 15zeros |lkwodiliyoni
Quintillion - “ - 18zeros | Ikwitiliyoni
- Sextillion |- © - 2l zeros | [chekitiloyni
Septillion : N E * - 24 zeros | Ichepitiliyoni
‘()ctillinn |- - 27zeros | Okitiliyoni
| Nonillion |- " -30zeros |Inoniliyoni |
| Decilion =" - 33zeros | Idechiliyoni |
Unduullmn o |- “ - 36zeros | Onidechiliyoni |
Duodeuillon . - - 39 zeros | IdI.IWOdL_._L_hIII_\/Onl B
Tredecillion |- " - 42zeros | lteredechiliyoni
| Quatuordecilion - © - 45 zeros | lkwotuwodechiliyoni |
Quindecillion |- " - 48zeros | Ikwinidechiliyoni
Sexdecilion - " - Sl zeros |Ichekidechiliyoni

~ Septendecillion - " - 54 zeros | Ichepitenidechiliyoni
Octodecilion - - 57 zeros | Okitodeehiliyoni
Novemdecillion - " -60zeros | Inofemidechiliyoni
Vigintllion - - " - 63 zeros | Ifijinitiliyoni
Centillion - * - 66 zeros | icheitiliyoni

Source: The New Webster's f)un(mmt of the Irwlnh lungfmu. Encyclopedic Edition.

The world has advanced to the era in which the largest numeral in use is
trillion  (1.000,000,000,000). This is to be followed - by quadrillion
(1,000,000,000,000,000) and those who live long enough and if the world still



exists in this present form will one day arrive at the era when the centrilion (and 1

shudder to put it in figures will be in use).

The second problem besetting [gala numerals, in the words of the committee
under reference was "Sccoﬁdl.\_u lgala numerals were long-winded- and rather
cumbersome™. The committee cited Omale (2001) and gave the following
examples ol this long-windedness and cumbersomeness thus:-

- the numeral 61 which is said in English in two words (sixty and one) and in
three words in Hausa (sitin da daya) needs five words in lgala (ogbo meta nyi oke
leay™,

Referring 1o this  long-windedness and cumbersomeness, Omachonu
(2011:94) gives an example of what he termed “clumsy numerals” in lgala “as
“ichamunyogwoko meji nyi ogbomelu meji nyi ogbomele-egwa nyi oke mela™.
(his long-winded 15 words (some combined) stand for only the seven English
words rendering the numeral two thousand two hundred and ninety nine (2,299).

The committee solved some of the long-windedness and cumbersomeness by
the following:- |
(a) It removed the word oke (single) from a number of numerals, for example,

instead ol ogwu ny'oke ka tor 21, it shortened it to ogwu ny 'oka. lgala

numerals keep on rep‘ealing oke lor every numeral from 20 -upwards to
mfinity. It says “in long” 20 in addition to a single one for 21, and 20 in
addition 1o single two for 22 and 20 in addition to single 3 for 23 and so on
add inlinitum. Thus in the modernized Igala numeration the word oke

(single) has been dropped.

(b) A one word “smart” numeral was found for hundred i.e. adeli, in place of the
two word numeral, ogwu melu i.e. “five twenties”. One can now say 500
smartly as adeli melu in place of ogwu melu melu. Also a one word “very
smart” numeral was found for thousand i.e. ichamu in place of the three

&



word numeral icham nyi ogwoko i.e. eight hundred in addition to two

hundred. One can now say 5,000 smartly as icham adeli meli in place of

icham ny ‘wowoko melu.
Short and globally recognized numerals were found for large numbers which never
existed in the lgala vocabulary and could never have. Such are the large numerals
ol imilivoni. ibilivoni, itirivoni, all the way (0 ichenitilivoni. One can now say
smartly 5,000.000 as imiliyoni adeli meli in place of what one could have never
said.

The third problem noted by the committee was that “Igala numerals were not
recognized by name but by a process of additions and multiplications ..." A lot has
been said on this already and solutions tound for this problem in a number of
sections above. |

['he fourth problem of Igala numeration identified by the committee had to
do with the numeration of money. The writer seeks the permission of the reader to
reproduce verbatim the words of the committee on this problem which is clumsy
indeed. thus:-

Fourthly, and this is peculiar to the counting of money, the lgala race still
uses pound sterling in financial matters. For example, instead of saying two naira,
the lgala person says one pound sterling: instead of N80, he/she says £40 (fourty
pounds sterling). This he/she does 29 (now 42) years after the nation had formally
converted from pounds sterling to naira. Thus as noted by Omale (2001) the
modern elites who think and buy and sell in naira are thrown off balance when they
buy and sell in a typical Igala market. There, the traditional elites say. for
example, that the bag of corn sells for “Elu ch’eji” which literally means two less
five, “Elu ch’eji” means “ipam ogbome]i™ less “ipam melu™. This means two times
#40, minus #5. In naira terms this means N80 minus N10 which is N70. This is

cumbersomeness per excellence.



Concluding Remarks

In arriving at what is contained herein. the commitiee, membership of which
is in Appendix A of this paper, took lots of issues into consideration. In adopting
the numeral adeli tor a hundred for instance. the committee was apprehensive of its
receptivity by Igala as many might say it was a copying or borrowing from Hausa
in which language the numeral hundred is dari. The committee reasoned withinl
itsell” that Igala was not “younger™ than “inferior t0” any race and that it probably
was the Hausa that borrowed or copied the numeral adeli from lgala and corrupted
it to dari. It also reasoned that it might be that lgala and Hausa descended from
Lgypt. Yemen or wherever, together and there in their original home, hundred was
either adeli or dari and each group decided to call it the way it calls it today.
Finally, it reasoned that, if i.n the “worst”™ case scenario, it was }gala copying or
borrowing from IHausa, there was nothing wrong with so doing in a world that was
rife with such copyings or borrowings. This is what gave the committee the
courage 1o recommend the massive borrowing from the English language the large
numerals trom millhion to centillion in the modernized lgala numeration. lgala is
invited to use the approved modernized numeration without reservation and to feel
[ree (o recommend improvement to HRM the Ata and the lgala Area Traditional

Council for further improvement.
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APPENDIX A
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